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WELCOME

Discover the vibrant blend of art, culture, and heritage in Chemainus, a coastal town

that su rpasses expectations.

Indulge in artisan restaurants, cozy cafes, and unique boutiques. Immerse yourself in
live performances at the renowned Chemainus Theatre or admire the 45+ colossal wall

murals.

Explore outdoor markets, serene greenspaces, and the coastal setting. Uncover the
captivating history at the local museum, where the transformation of Indigenous
settlements into a thriving mill town unfolds. Learn about the rise of longshoreman
gangs and the revival of Chemainus through cherished wall murals. Theres a wealth of

history waiting to be explored.

With great honour we reside on the traditional lands of the Coast Salish peoples,
sharing its natural resources and abundant beauty. Embark on an unforgettable journey

through Chemainus and experience the best of the Cowichan Coast.

The Stzuminus First Nations community named the town Chemainus (Tsa-meeun-is),
meaning broken chest in the Hulquminum Language. This name honours a chief

who recovered from a life-threatening chest wound, leading his people to prosperity.
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Here you will find the Best Western,
Mt. Brenton Golf Club, a silver and
Jewelry smith, antiques, and more. Plus
visit the Bloedel stationary train and
small parks beside the round about.

Lined with cafes, shops, boutiques and
more, you can also find the Chemainus
Public Market, Chemainus Visitor
Centre, Waterwheel Park, the labyrinth,

banks, post office and many murals.

A peaceful pause between uptown and
downtown. Here you can find antiques,
children’s clothing, boutique items, and
a variety of services. Follow the steps to
catch a mural or two along the way!

The original Chemainus shopping area.
Located by the ferry, these merchants
offer everything from delicious cafes
and restaurants to personal services,
antiques, collectibles, and books.

Here you can find a brewery with patio,
taphouse/restaurant, wellness center,
groceries, liquor, dollar store, bank, and
other services including a beautiful
events space for special occasions.




Where art comes to life through its famous outdoor murals and live theatre.
EXPERI EN E Embrace the coastal charm of the ocean, indulging in outdoor adventures with
scenic hikes, lush forests, and parks. Explore the town's rich history with visits to
CH EMAI N US the Chemainus Museum. Explore the harmonious blend of art, coast, outdoors,
town, and history for an unforgettable and well-rounded experience.

TAKE IN THE ARTS

With a collection of more than 70 colossal wall murals and sculptures, exploring
the streets becomes a delightful journey of discovering exquisite artistic creations.
For those seeking entertainment, a visit to the renowned Chemainus Theatre is a
must, offering captivating live performances. Alternatively, immerse yourself in the

town's abundant galleries and shops showcasing unique, custom-made artworks.

EXPERIENCE THE COAST

Enjoy beachcombing and splashing in the refreshing waters of Kin Beach.
Launch a kayak or paddle board from the picturesque pebbled shore and explore.
Discover the captivating allure of the lighthouse on Reef Island during low tide or

leisurely wander along the Pacific, discovering the rugged rocky outcroppings.

Explore the sunken Boeing 737, and dive into an extraordinary experience.




EXPLORE THE OUTDOORS

Explore nearby Stocking Creek to discover a mesmerizing waterfall and scenic
trails along the river through the coastal rainforest. Take in the many other parks
and trails that dot the town. Admire vibrant arbutus trees with a kaleidescope of

coloured peeling bark, thriving only near salt air. Encounter diverse wildlife

and majestic birds of prey, immersed in the invigorating coastal breeze.

DISCOVER THE TOWN

Embark on a self-guided food tour in Chemainus, where artisan chefs showcase
their culinary creations. Explore the charming streets, lined with diverse boutiques,
antique stores, jewelry makers, and more. Discover the lively public market,

housing boutique stores and an array of enticing restaurants. Explore galleries and

artisan displays showcasing local original works of art.

DELVE INTO HISTORY

Uncover the profound Indigenous heritage that forms the foundation
of Chemainus, and the tie to pioneers of the 1800’s. Immerse yourself in the
fascinating narrative of trains, mills, longshoreman gangs, and the remarkable

revitalization of Chemainus, brought to life through treasured wall murals.

A wealth of captivating history eagerly awaits your exploration.

For a tailored experience, browse our SEASONAL ITINERARIES featuring detailed guided tours based on your length of stay. p




Filyrhugess SUMMER EVENTS

WEEKLY EVENTS

FESTIVALS & EVENTS

EVERY MUSIC IN THE PARK SAT ~ BLUEGRASS EXTRAVAGANZA
AnygT WATERWHEEL PARK | 7PM - 8PM Jlf!!.Y WATERWHEEL PARK | 2PM - 6PM

WED Every Tuesday & most Wednesdays enjoy acts from around Come join us for two days and ten great Blues bands!
the world, check online for details and dates rain/shine. Admission is free. Please bring your own lawn chairs.
cvcas.ca chemainusbluegrass.com

EVERY WEDNESDAY MARKET SAT  CHILDREN'’S FESTIVAL

WED \WATERWHEEL PARKING LOT | 10AM - 3PM Jl{(!.Y WATERWHEEL PARK. | T1AM - 2PM
Frgm home goods to farm stand fresh, arts, crafts, and more. Engage in hands-on activities, enjoy live performances,
Enjoy makers, bakers and producers through the summer. painting workshops to puppet shows, ages 0-17 are welcome.
chemainus.bc.ca cveas.ca
CHEMAINUS CAR CLUB: SUMMER MEET SAT ~ ROCKABILLY JAMBOREE
PUBLIC MARKET | 4:30PM - 7PM JULY'  WATERWHEEL PARK | 2PM - 5PM
Meet, greet, and eat with other car enthusiasts see vintage; Come join Paul Pigat (Cousin Harley and Hank Angel
customs, muscle cars, hot rods, and rad rides. Admission is free, bring your own lawn chair.
chemainuspublicmarket.com islandrockabilly.com

SUM GHOSTTHE MUSICAL FRI_ RIOT BREWING: CESAR MEDINA

MER CHEMAINUS THEATRE FESTIVAL lelg-Y RIOT BREWING | 5:30PM - 8PM

TOSEPTIE Adapted from the hit film, a young couple whose connection With a golden guitar and vocals to match. Cesar preforms
takes a shocking turn after Sam’s untimely death. The bond of rock, blues, and Flamenco (classics/originals).
love transcends all challenges as Sam, trapped between two otbrew
worlds, refuses to leave Molly though she is in grave danger. riotbrewing.com
Book your seats today online or at the theatre.
Make it an evening with dinner in-house at the Playbill Dining SAT RIOT BREWING: LAWSON KELLY
Room. The chef boasts an impressive plated menu, while also Jgg.Y RIOT BREWING | 6PM - OPM

offering an extensive prime rib buffet on specific days.

box office 250-246-9820 | 1-800-565-7738
chemainustheatrefestival.ca

Come get your socks rocked, put the shimmy in your shake.

riotbrewing.com




SAT  CATS MEOW
Jlgg-Y WATERWHEEL PARK | 2PM - 4:30PM

Swing, Latin jazz, and more. Familiar and eclectic tunes.
Sizzling grooves, spiced with saucy improvisation!

cvcas.ca

SAT_  ROMOLA &
AlSJG THE POZITIVE REBELLION
WATERWHEEL PARK \ 2PM - 4:30 PM

Two sets of solid reggae music. Admission by donation.

cvcas.ca

saT_ ACCORDION FESTIVAL

AgG WATERWHEEL PARK |11 AM - 5SPM

Jim Hamilton brings together a wonderful group of
accordionists to perform at the festival. Free admission.

chemainusbluegrass.com

ST SHORELINE STRINGS

AgG WATERWHEEL PARK | 2PM - 4PM

Campbell River's Shoreline Strings performs stunning music.
Admission by donation.

cvcas.ca

sAT_ COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND-UP FESTIVAL

AgG WATERWHEEL PARK | 1:30PM - 6PM

Sweet Harmony Alan Moberg, Ed Peekeekoot Pony Club
Wayne Montgomery and Montgomery County, and more.

cvcas.ca

PLUS MANY MORE SUMMER EVENTS

WE HAVE MANY YEAR ROUND EVENTS TOO!
Check our online EVENTS DIRECTORY for details p
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PACIFIC COAST ACTIVITIES
YOU WILL ABSOLUTELY LOVE

Embarking on the tranquil waters of Chemainus opens up a world of aquatic adventures and unforgettable experiences. The

Chemainus Coast offers an array of activities to delight visitors of all ages.

KAYAK & CANOE

Grab a paddle and your craft to adventure into the calm
coastal waters, exploring the shoreline, and observing the

abundant marine life that call these waters home.

PADDLE BOARD

Bring your board and explore hidden bays, and revel in the
serenity of the Pacific. Glide atop the calm and gentle

waters to enjoy the panoramic views of the coastline.

BOATING & SAILING

Launch from Kin Beach and set sail on the sparkling waters
of the Strait of Georgia and enjoy the feeling of the wind in
your hair. Perhaps even spot seals, sea lions, and seabirds

along the way.

Coming in from the water already?
The Municipal Marina offers rental slips and services. A two
minutes walk from the town core, come for the afternoon

to explore or stock up on supplies and stop in for a meal.

DIVING

Dive beneath the surface by Kin Beach Park and discover
four sunken barges in 60 feet of water (300m) from the
beach or head by boat to the Boeing 737 placed to create an
artificial reef (marked with a large yellow can buoy). Witness

the diverse ecosystem of the Pacific Ocean.

SWIMMING

Splash in the warm summer waters off of Kin Beach Park.
Equipped with a pebbled beach front and bathroom facili-

ties, it is the perfect place to center yourself for the day.

BEACHCOMBING

Traverse among the abundance of shells and sea creatures
left behind from low tide. Find all sorts of crabs, shelled

marine life, and sand dollars in sun heated waters.

WILDLIFE

Venture out into the expansive ocean for an awe-inspiring
encounter with majestic marine creatures and wildlife. The
Chemainus Coast is known for eagles, raptors, and a variety

of birds, plus appearances by seals, sea lions, and orcas.

FISHING

For angling enthusiasts, Chemainus offers excellent fishing
opportunities. Cast your line to catch a variety of salt water

and fresh water fish or pod fish for crab and selfish.

With its inviting waters and a myriad of activities, the
Chemainus Coast promises an unforgettable aquatic
experience. Whether you're seeking thrilling adventures or
tranquil moments of connection with nature, this coastal
paradise is sure to exceed your expectations and leave you

with cherished memories to last a lifetime.




& ARTIFICIAL REEF
BOEING 737
duving

Located just outside of the downtown area of
Chemainus is a /37 Boeing Jet Plane that was
sunk in early 2006 to make an artificial reef.
The site is accessible by boat and is best done
in fall, winter, or early spring.

Location: Leave from Kin Beach (By boat)

& BARGE?WQL;VE SITE

Located near Kin Beach Park are four wooden
barges that were sunk in 2012. The swim out
to the barges is about 300m and they are
located about 60ft below the surface.
WARNING: The barges are not maintained

and could be derelict/dangerous.

Location: End of Maple Ln.

& BO@L&Q&\BTER

Charter a guided tour with Saltair Ocean
Adventures Inc. on the Jenmar, a 30 ft
Tollycraft Sedan. Explore the stunning beauty
of Vancouver Islands and the Gulf Islands
known for their calm, warm and sheltered
waters for an enjoyable experience.

Contact: saltairoceanadventures.com

& CO%LE;I}/(CMARK

Pay a visit to the tranquil Cook Beach Park.
This is the perfect destination to bring the
whole family for a picnic and a swim. There are
picnic tables and a wooded area at the top of
the park for you and your family to enjoy.

Location: End of Island View CI.

& DAN(LI;LmEHbPARK

Daniel Street Park is a sweet small park right
on the ocean. Here you can see Askew Creek
spill into the sea and enjoy the staircase down
to the beachfront. It is best to visit at low-tide

to explore more of the shoreline.

Location: End of Elliot St.

& KIN BEAGH FARK

Kin Beach Park is the perfect place to spend
the day along the waters edge. Use the boat
launch and full facilities (washroom and
outdoor shower). Enjoy the p\ayground,
greenspaces, beachcombing, and panoramic
ocean view. You can even swim here.

Location: Maple St. + Esplanade St.

& MUNICIP%MRF

mwﬂfga +

The Chemainus Municipal Wharf offers not
only day but also overnight moorage,
reservations, power service, and washrooms
with showers. Contact Chemainus Wharf
Office for more information.

Location: End of Oak St.

/

We have a sunken Boeing 737 and four barges
which acts as artificial reefs
justa quick boat ride from Kin Beach.
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UNCOVER THE OUTDOOR ADVENTURE
WAITING TO BE DISCOVERED

Whether you're an adventure seeker or a nature enthusiast, Chemainus has something for everyone. Immerse yourself in the

natural beauty, breathe in the fresh air, and witness the diverse flora and fauna that make this region so captivating.

WALKING

The town is not only easily walkable, but fully accessible for
any fitness level. A 15 minute walk can take you from the

coast, to the forest, and through town.

HIKING & TRAILS

Lace up your hiking boots and explore the scenic trails that
wind through the surrounding forests and parks. From
leisurely strolls to challenging hikes, there are trails suitable

for all skill levels.

PARKS & GREENSPACES

Enjoy the many panoramic ocean views and lush green
spaces, including our downtown Waterwheel Park. Visitors
can immerse themselves in the tranquility of these outdoor
sanctuaries. Askew Creek has some of the oldest growing

trees in the region and is in the middle of town.

CYCLING

Cyclists will rejoice with easy local trails as well as challenging
routes. Enthusiasts are in for exhilarating adventures with
natural obstacles while also having access to the largest trail

system connecting the entire region

MICROMOBILITY

As a friendly town, you can safely use bike lanes, services,
and specialty parks for your bikes, e-bikes, scooters,

skateboards, in-line skates, and all micromobility options.

OCEAN & LAKES

Explore rocky beaches and coastal activities like tranquil
walks along the shoreline moving to the rhythmic sounds of
the ocean. Stroll along the lush shores and enjoy a variety of

lakes, streams, and rivers in the Chemainus Valley.

WATERFALLS

When the water reserves are full from fall rains, the local falls

at many of our greenspaces run. Take in the serene beauty.

WILDLIFE

Nature enthusiasts will be thrilled by the abundance of life in
the Chemainus area. Keep an eye out for bald eagles soaring
overhead, majestic marine animals, and a large variety of

forest dwelling species.

PHOTOGRAPHY

Capture the beauty of the coastal scenery or stroll through
the town and notice the intricate details of the outdoor

murals that tell the region’s captivating stories.

GOLF, SPORTS, & LEISURE

Engage in a friendly game of soccer, baseball, or tennis at
the well-maintained local parks and facilities. Enjoy things
like pickleball at Fuller Lake Arena or baseball at Doc Lewis
Field. Celebrating their 75th anniversary, Mount Brenton
Golf Club hosts an immaculate course offering a blend of

natural beauty and challenging fairways. For all skill levels.




ecafir

& AROUND TOWN
wrban explordlion + greenspices

We love to see locals and visitors taking
advantage of the town's walkability in the fresh
ocean air. With expansive spaces, enjoy hidden

green spaces like the Secret Garden, and
explore the lush flowerbeds lining the town.

Location: N/A

& ASKEW CREEK PARK
3#&%5/)@&

Askew Creek Park is a 3.4 hectare forested
park and wilderness trail here in Chemainus.
The park is great for hiking, walking, picnicking,
and birdwatching. There are several benches
within the park for when you need a break.

Location: Chemainus Rd. + Oak St.

& BANON FA%&

94’6&%5@6&, rarer,

Offering birding, hiking, and snowshoeing,
while still allowing moments of tranquility.
Embark on an exhilarating adventure with this
3.2-km/1hour 15 min out-and-back

moderate trail, okay for leashed dogs.

Location: Off SWatts Rd to end of
Banon Creek Falls Forest Service Rd.

& CHEMAINUS LAKE
3#&%5{%{0&

Chemainus Lake Park is a beautiful 2.4km hike
located just off of River Road. This lightly

trafficked loop is perfect for all skill levels and

is accessible year-round! There is also a small
dock perfect for fishing and scenic views.

Location: Off River Rd.

photo credit: alltrails.qom

& CHEMM%‘%S%)IER PARK

A serene and picturesque natural oasis,
offering visitors the chance to immerse
themselves in the beauty of lush forests,
scenic trails, and the soothing sound of the
river's flow over 119 hectars.

Location: Swallowfield Rd.

Y Ol
Look at all the beautiful scenic nature
Chemainus has to offer from above at the
Chemainus Logging Overlook. You'll be
mesmerized by the breathtaking panoramic
views of lush forests and winding river.

Location: Waterwheel Cres.

& EmlARY TRAIL

s + gmmspﬂw

Discover the Chemainus River Estuary Trail,
a serene and popular 2.7km hike, offering
scenic views of the river, lush forests, and

wetland terrain. Suitable for all skill levels and

dog friendly. Great for birding.

Location: Swallowfield Rd.

& FULI.ER&!Z%ILEZ

(?rwuspaw,

Enjoy the great outdoors surround by tall trees
and fresh air. You can swim, boat, and picnic
here. It has lots of shaded areas and spots for

sun bathing. Embark on the 3.4km loop trail. It

is generally regarded as an easy path. Enjoy a

serene and uncrowded experience exploration.

Location: Poplar Rd. + Fuller Lake Rd.



& GERRY SMITH PARK
3;’6%5()4&&
A quaint and beautifully maintained park that
features the MacMillan Bloedel Train Car
exhibit where an old steam engine stands in

the park. Itis a perfect place to spend the day
relaxing and learning about history.

Location: Bare Point Rd. + Chemainus Rd.

& PRINCESS OF

WALES LOOP
greenspice +Trald

Uncover this 1.8km loop trail, known for its
easy terrain, takmg around 22 minutes to
complete. Ideal for leisurely walks, expect a
peaceful and uncrowded ambiance.

Location: Olsen Rd.

& HERMIT TRAIL
37&%5%6&

The Hermit Trail is a short hike offering laid
stone and flower beds alongside Askew Creek.
Itis perfect for a quick outing when you want
to be in nature but don't have all day!

Location: Off Chemainus Rd.

SHOLLAND LAKE

Explore this 25.4-km out and back trail near
Saltair. It is a challenging route and takes
around 6.5 hours to complete. While it is a
well-liked spot for birdwatching, camping, and
cross-country skiing in the winter months.

Location: Rolland Rd.

2 STOCING CREE

Stocking Creek has winding trails and a picnic
area for fueling up. You can take a nature walk,
finding routes along the creek to the falls. The
Trans-Canada Trail also runs through this park
connecting you to Chemainus and Ladysmith.

Location: End of Thicke Rd.

& TRANS CANADA TRAIL

37 WSW&& + Wlwm'l/l'l

The Chemainus section of the Trans Canada
Trail is approximately 7km round trip. This
well-groomed and level trail makes for easy

walking, running, and biking.

Location: Off the Trans Canada Hwy.

& WATERWHEEL PARK
ym»s(ﬂw

Waterwheel Park is a beautiful park in the

center of town complete with an outdoor

stage, picnic tables, playground, labyrinth
installed by the Chemainus Mural Society, and

washrooms. It's also fully accessible!

Location: Croft St. + Alder St.

& WULAAM (E{gHO) PARK
3}‘%{4’5 (V2

Echo (Wul'aam) Park offers two trail heads to
enter. Along the trails, find second-growth
maples, fir, and cedar trees as well as benches
for resting, and so much more. Traditional
First Nations medicine harvesting territory.

Location: End of Chennel Blvd. also Creegan Dr.
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IMMERSED IN A WORLD

OF ARTISTIC EXPRESSION

Chemainus is a haven for creativity, inspiring both residents and visitors alike. This vibrant town, adorned with captivating

outdoor murals, showcases its rich artistic heritage with pride. From exploring galleries to engaging in hands-on workshops,

there are numerous art-related activities to indulge in while in Chemainus.

MURALS

Embark on a captivating journey through the streets of
Chemainus, taking in the world-renowned outdoor murals
that adorn the town's walls. Each mural tells a unique story,
depicting historical events, local legends, and scenes that
ignite the imagination. There are unique works of art that
include 3D, sound, and other forms of interactive. Enjoy a
self-guided tour with one of the mural maps.

muraltown.com

SCULPTURES

Crafted by talented sculptors, these pieces add a touch of
enchantment to the town's aesthetic. From intricate bronze
sculptures depicting historical figures to contemporary
abstract wind driven pieces that spark contemplation, the
sculptures of Chemainus invite visitors to explore this
beautiful three-dimensional artistry.

muraltown.com

LABYRINTH

Tucked away in a serene corner of Waterwheel Park this
gentle activity serves as meditation. In the Breamore
design, of the medieval style, this walk embodies tranquility
and introspection. As visitors traverse the winding paths,
they are enveloped in a sense of calm, each step guiding
them with no choices or tricks, just relaxation.

muraltown.com

LIVE THEATRE

From classic plays to contemporary musicals, each
performance at the world renowned Chemainus Theatre is a
testament to the power of storytelling and the art of live
theatre. The talented cast, supported by exceptional
production value which transport audiences to new worlds.

chemainustheatrefestival.ca

MUSIC & DANCE

Home to a vibrant arts scene, explore music, concerts, and
dance performances throughout the year. Join the many
feativals that happen in the summer at the bandshell
surounded by old growth trees. Check the events calendar.

cvcas.ca

ART APPRECIATION

Discover a plethora of artistic talent at the various galleries
and shops scattered throughout Chemainus. From
contemporary to traditional art, the artists create an eclectic

mix of paintings, sculptures, ceramics, and more.

Chemainus truly celebrates the arts in all its forms, inviting
visitors to embrace their creative spirit and indulge in the
rich cultural experiences it offers. The town provides a
vibrant canvas for artistic expression and a source of

inspiration for all who venture into its creative realm.




C_-o .
hemainus

Theatre Festival

LIVE PROFESSIONAL THEATRE
PLAYBILL DINING ROOM
GALLERY GIFT SHOP

chemainustheatre.ca

250.246.9820
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CHEMAINUS DOLLARS

Available at the Visitors Center

gL MER Y o

CHEMAINUS
DOLLARS

Introduced by the Chemainus Monetary Fund in
2010, the Chemainus Dollar was established as a
registered form of official Canadian currency.
These unique bills offered an alternative to
conventional bills, aiming to stimulate local

spending and bolster business in the community.

Featuring captivating artwork and security
measures issues from the Canadian Mint, the
Chemainus Dollars proudly displays the town's

artistic legacy and celebrates its cultural heritage.

Though successfully utilized for several years,
they were phased out of circulation in 2021.
Nevertheless, these cherished dollars have since
been preserved as souvenirs, providing both
residents and visitors a tangible memento of their

time in Chemainus.

WHERE TO PURCHASE

Chemainus Visitor Centre
250-737-3368 | 9799 Waterwheel Crescent
All proceeds support the Chemainus Mural Society.




& - - ..u:h. gy 3 : -, -" ‘.I :
E A s ':‘: oy ‘K_" L] “-"l : R = \ T!l =
- e t ! ' g I : n x| L —m
- i PR Lt 4 - ! : g - - -
: ;-.._: R RIL T il e s L e T S S ——

~ ACTIVITIES & ADVENTURES

o experienet wnote dj Your ol pace

y - e E

. Fi ¥ e —_—
& # .. - i S -

¥ =) tonod il
- v AT ! i *
g o i b o’ U1
1 ¥ * " =T i

i L
A | ) ;

B ' i iy = Lt : Wi g




GO BEYOND THE ORDINARY

EXPLORE CHEMAINUS" HIDDEN GEMS

Beyond Chemainus’ famed cultural offerings, lies a trove of adventures waiting to be explored. Embark on a journey that

transcends the ordinary, as we invite you to delve into the lesser-known treasures of this charming coastal destination. Let the

spirit of exploration guide you as we unveil the extraordinary activities that await in Chemainus.

MUSEUM

View the stories of the longest working sawmill in Western
Canada. Engage with the exhibits showcasing 150 years from
farming to the famous street murals. Follow the visual
timeline of Chemainus and discover its uniqueness.

chemainusvalleymuseum.ca

HERITAGE HOMES

Discover the beauty of the town's historical heritage homes
by visiting the museum before embarking on a charming
heritage walk to explore their captivating stories.

Cheminus Valley Historical Society

LOCOMOTIVE EXHIBIT

Step back in time and marvel at the MacMillan Bloedel
Logging Steam Locomotive No. 1044. Built during 1924
for forestry operations on Vancouver Island, it was placed as

a tribute to Chemainus' industrial heritage.

FOSSILS

Spend a day picking through the riverbanks, hunting for fossils.
Head to Bannon Creek Falls where it enters the Chemainus
River to discover a wealth of heteromorph ammonites, fossil
seeds/cone, inoceramid bivalves, spiny lobster, and crinoids.
This area is part of the Upper Cretaceous (Santonian), Haslam

formation. Perfect for a day of exploration.

PUBLIC MARKET

Experience a lively gathering of vendors offering a diverse
selection of goods, from artisanal crafts to gourmet treats,
creating a vibrant marketplace experience.

chemainuspublicmarket.com

OUTDOOR MARKETS

Immerse yourself in vibrant outdoor markets on Wednesdays
through the summer, where local artisans and vendors
showcase unique crafts, fresh produce, and delectable treats.

chemainus.bc.ca

BREWERY TOURS

Riot Brewing Cois happy to give you a tour and share their
passion for brewing depending on their production schedule.
Get in touch in advance to arrange a tour.

riotbrewing.com

GEOCACHING

Embark on a thrilling treasure hunt, exploring hidden caches
throughout the town in a fun and interactive adventure.

geocaching.com

Embrace the diversity of experiences that await, and let the
charm of Chemainus take you on an unforgettable journey

of exploration and wonder.




& BOUND TO BE DIFFERENT

JOURNEY OF DISCOVERY

As you stroll through the charming streets, youll be
captivated by the unique boutiques and specialty shops that
line the town. It is an experience that is a journey of

discovery, creativity, and unique artisan items. Free Parking.

ARTISAN PRODUCTS

From handmade jewelry to beautifully crafted pottery and

ceramics, the town's shops showcase local talent.

BOUTIQUE & SPECIALTY SHOPS

Explore the shops filled with fashion-forward clothing,
unique accessories, and stylish home decor, all carefully
selected to offer a distinctive array that reflects
individuality. Additionally, you'll find stores specializing
in locally sourced food products that showcase the

regional culinary expertise.

ANTIQUES

Renowned for its abundance of antique stores, and the
highest number of antique shops per capita, it is a treasure

trove for vintage enthusiasts and collectors alike.

ESSENTIALS

Plus you will find a whole host of other every day essentials

such as groceries, pharmacy, and everything in between.

Chemainus boasts a surprising selection of locally owned
businesses with products that embody the region's creative

spirit and exceptional craftsmanship.
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Chemainus is now home to the original
sculptor of the Cabbage Patch Kid dolls,
who have maintained an illustrious career
in creating notable items such as royal
Pez heads and artistic creations globally.




EPICUREAN ARTISTRY

Prepare to embark on a delectable culinary journey in the

enchanting town of Chemainus, where food takes center

stage and tantalizes your taste buds.

#” ' . CAFES
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: Enjoy these cozy and inviting cafes, where you can relax with
& a freshly brewed cup of coffee or tea, indulge in delectable

pastries, gourmet lunches, and more.

FOOD & DRI NK ) CASUAL EATS & PUBS
’&T/ Serving up satisfying dishes that evoke new flavours or

WWW nostalgia and warmth, you can find something for everyone.
INTERNATIONAL CUISINES

Immerse yourself in a wide variety of global cuisine; the
vibrant spices of Thai, the full flavours of Pho, the freshness

of sushi, or the bold and exotic flavors of Indian.

SWEETS

Sample locally made gourmet ice cream, explore nostalgic
candy stores, and savor a variety of freshly baked goods

and decadent treats throughout the town.

CRAFT BEER, WINE & SPIRITS

Award winning artisanal craft beer can be sampled right
here in Chemainus at Riot Brewing. You can also find local

vintages, spirits and more at local liquor stores.

© SAWMILL TAPHOUSE Chemainus pro'm|ses an unF'orgettable gastronomic
— adventure that will leave you craving for more.
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Chemainus has an award winning craft
brewery. Riot Brewing Co., boasts an

impressive collection of BC
award-winning craft beers that have ’ “
earned them a well-deserved N
reputation across Canada. = .
T —
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@ CHEMAINUS REFRESHER
Recipe credit Chemainus BIA

CHEMAINUS SUMMER
OCEAN BREEZE REFRESHER

This non-alcoholic elixir evokes the essence of a seaside escape. lts
vibrant pink hue mirrors a summer sunset over the ocean. Bring
thoughts of Chemainus home with you and enjoy this refresher.

INGREDIENTS

1 cup of pineapple juice

1/4 cup of cranberry juice

1/3 cup seltzer or ginger ale

Filtered or sparkling water

1 tablespoon of lime juice (freshly squeezed)

1 tablespoon of simple syrup, honey, or sweetener of your choice

lce cubes

Ribbon of rhubarb tied (for garnish)

INSTRUCTIONS

1. In a pitcher, combine the pineapple juice, seltzer, cranberry
juice, lime juice, and sweetener of choice. Stir well to ensure
the flavors are mixed well and sweetener has dissolved.

7. Pour in seltzer or ginger ale to add a refreshing fizz.

SRl serving glasses with ice cubes.

/. Pour the juice mixture into the glasses, filling them about
three-quarters full.

5. Top each glass with filtered or sparkling water. You can
adjust the amount based on your preference for sweetness.

(. Stir gently to combine the flavors.

/. Garnish each glass with a ribbon of rhubarb tied.

1. Serve the Chemainus Summer Ocean Breeze and enjoy its

vibrant flavors.

It's perfect for enjoying on a sunny summer day and captures the

essence of Chemainus ocean breeze. Cheers!




GET COMFY, STAY A WHILE

From cozy bed and breakfasts to a well appointed hotel, the
town provides a range of accommodations that cater to
various preferences and budgets. Staying in Chemainus

ensures you are at the heart of the Cowichan coast and valley.

HOTEL

Settle into a comfortable and well-appointed room at the
Best Western Plus Chemainus Inn, complete with modern

amenities, pool, and breakfast.

B&B AIR B&B, HOSTEL

Traditional bed and breakfasts such as the Cottage and
Castle, exude a cozy charm, offering personalized
hospitality and ambiance. Airbnbs and hostels provide

flexible accommodation options without the hosts present.

CAMPING & RV

Set up camp in scenic campgrounds where you can unwind
under the stars. RV enthusiasts can enjoy the convenience

of local RV parks equipped with essential amenities.

LONG TERM STAYS

A Comfortable and convenient home base for your
extended visit, consider options such as vacation rentals,

furnished apartments, or a long-term stay in our hotel.

Wake up to breathtaking views of the surrounding
landscapes, whether it's the tranquil coastline or lush

forests, and start your day refreshed and rejuvenated.
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In the 1980's, Chemainus faced
an economic decline due to the
closure of its primary sawmill. To
revive the town, locals and artists
collaborated to create the
outdoor murals and transform the
area into a unique tourist
destination. When this happened
the town exploded and saw its
first taste of tourists staying over
to experience the town.







WE HAVE IT HERE

Chemainus offers a wide array of services that cater to both
residents and visitors, making it a well-rounded and vibrant
community on Vancouver Island. From essential amenities
like grocery stores, pharmacies, and healthcare facilities, to a

variety of specialty services, visitors can find everything they

need at their fingertips.

FITNESS, BEAUTY & AESTHETICS
E VICE Fitness enthusiasts can revel in well-equipped gyms and
S } wellness centers, while those seeking rejuvenation and beauty
(224 qg j

ydl

can find solace in local spas, aesthetic clinics, hair stylists, and

barbers.

FINANCIAL

Banks, credit unions, and financial advisors offer services

related to banking, investments, loans, and financial planning.

REAL ESTATE

Aspiring homeowners can rely on expert real estate agents,
guiding them through the property market with utmost

professionalism.

PETS

Furry companions are cared for, with top-notch veterinary

and rehabilitation services ensuring their well-being.

Chemainus' diverse service offerings harmoniously unite to

create an all-encompassing haven, where visitors can thrive.
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MCBRIDE'S SERVICE
STATION
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PLUS MANY OTHERS ©:0r.c o ™

We have professionals of every industry
here in Chemainus.

Dy
.7 From a global tech company that

produce radar electronics to a
longshoreman union representing BC.

& GIANT MURALS

Photo credit Cowichan Tourism




KEY SERVICE CONTACTS

POLICE, FIRE, AMBULANCE
Dial 9-1-1

URGENT CARE/HEALTH CENTRE
9909 Esplanade St (250-737-2040)

BC FERRIES TERMINAL
1-888-BC FERRY (223-3779)

BC TRANSIT
250-385-255

CANADA POST
9769 Willow St

CANCO GAS
9793 Chemainus Rd

MCBRIDES SERVICE STATION
9616 Chemainus Rd

VANCOUVER ISLAND REGIONAL LIBRARY
9756 Willow St
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UNVEILING HISTORY

Explore the legacy of the First Nations people who
inhabited the area long before European settlement and

witness powerful images of the First Nations' past.

Uncover the captivating story of a town that owes its rise
to the towering trees that attracted European and Asian
lumbermen shaping the Chemainus Valley. Delve into the
history of the longest working sawmill in Western Canada
and the "bull gangs" involved in moving massive lumber

planks which later contributed to the construction of the

Trans-Canada Railroad in the late 1800’s.

Witness the evolution of Chemainus through the rise and
fall of its mills, the enduring spirit that defined the town, and
the legacy they left behind when they closed. Discover to a
complete reinvention of the town in the 1980’s after almost

being deserted turning it into the mural community.

The Chemainus story is one of resilience, evolution, and

rich cultural heritage.

CHEMAINUS MUSEUM

Operated by the Chemainus Valley Historical Society, their
mission is to promote research, preserve records, and be
the guardians of the rich cultural heritage of Chemainus.

chemainusvalleymuseum.ca



INDIGENOUS GROUPS

Originally chosen by the local Indigenous tribes for its clear
waters and plethora of natural resources, Chemainus became
a bustling village because of the deep foundational roots set
forth by the originating tribes. The towns English name was
conceived directly from the traditional Hulquminum
language land name. These Coast Salish Nations are well
known for their art, storytelling, dance traditional foods, and
medicine. Tour through Wulaam (Echo) Park to see the

traditional medicine harvesting territory.

The Follovving are the First Nations tribes in the area:

STZ'UMINUS FIRST NATION
PRONOUNCED: Stu-zu-minus

stzuminus.com

PENELAKUT TRIBE
PRONOUNCED: Pen-e-la-kut

penelakut.ca

HALALT FIRST NATION
PRONOUNCED: Ha-lalt
halalt.org

LYACKSON FIRST NATION
PRONOUNCED: Lack-sun

lyackson.bc.ca

With great honour we reside and operate our businesses on
the traditional lands of the Coast Salish peoples, sharing its

natural resources and beauty. We invite you to learn more

about their culture and history at the Chemainus Museum.

« FIRST ML\KQJQMSP&
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MAKE MEMORIES
THAT LAST A LIFETIME

In Chemainus, adventure awaits as you have the flexibility to explore the town's wonders through curated itineraries or by

creating your own, ensuring an unforgettable and personalized experience tailored to your interests.

SHORT STOPS - 2 HOURS

Shop for unique treasures, indulge in a quick bite at local
eateries, and take a peek at the captivating outdoor murals.

Create a perfect short stop to add to your trip.

DAY TRIPPING - 1 DAY

Immerse yourself in the townss artistic allure, explore the
captivating outdoor murals, and savour the local cuisine at
charming cafes, all while experiencing the warm and

welcoming ambiance that makes Chemainus perfect.

WEEKEND GETAWAY - 2 DAYS

Filled with artistic wonders, scenic hikes, and live theatre
performances that promise an enchanting escape. Immerse
yourself in the town's rich cultural heritage, while indulging in

delightful treats and exploring charming boutiques.

ACCESSIBILITY

Chemainus is an inclusive and accessible destination,
offering wheelchair-friendly pathways, accessible facilities,
and accommodations to ensure that visitors of all abilities

can fully enjoy the town and vibrant culture.

PET FRIENDLY

Where four-legged companions are warmly invited to join in on
the family’s adventures. From welcoming them into businesses,
to bowls of fresh water and treats in shops, take them off
leash at Kin Beach Park and let them run free in the surf.

HIGHWAY REST STOP

Take in a quick stop from long highway drives to relax with a
delicious coffee and stretch your legs amidst the town's

charming ambiance and welcoming cafes.

CYCLE TOURS

For cyclists seeking an easy and enjoyable trip, Chemainus
offers convenient access from the Trans Canada Trail and
connects to major routes, making it a welcoming town

known for its cyclist-friendly atmosphere.

ANTIQUES ROUTE

The ultimate antiques route, with more antique shops to
business ratio than any other town on the island, offering a

treasure trove of vintage treasures waiting to be discovered.

FAMILIES

From exploring the murals and charming wood carved
creatures to beachcombing, playing in the park, finding the
secret garden or even spenindg time in the arcade,
Chemainus is tailored for children. Don't forget about the

50’s diners, artisan creameries, and candy shops.

MUSIC & LIVE PREFORMANCES

Boasting a vibrant live theatre and music scene, come for the
captivating performances and talented artists that take the
stage. Plus, the festivals and events all through the summer

bring world renowned stage acts into the town bandshell.




STOP OVER

Take a short self-guided walking tour to admire these
captivating artworks, learning about the stories they depict.

02.
SHOP
Traverse the charming boutique shops in the town. Visit Bound

To Be Different, Gifts N Things, and other local shops to discover

unique items, souvenirs and gifts.

03.
EAT/DRINK

Needing to refuel, stop in at Willow Street Cafe or Owl’s Nest
for artisan crafted beverages and freshly baked confections.

04.
PLAY

Stop into the Chemainus market and discover the many small
businesses and artisans before stopping at the vintage arcade for
a game or ten.

05.
RELAX

Before you leave, take a short stroll along the picturesque Kin
Beach Park. Relax with the expansive ocean views and the
beauty of nature that surrounds you.

Depart from Chemainus with happy memories of a wonderful
two-hour visit, filled with art, shopping, sweet treats, and the
town's warm charm.

S WILLOW ST

Photo credit Chris Istace




A Whirlwind One-Day ltinerary - Savour, Explore, Shop,

DAY TRIPPING  JBS:

1DAY

and Embrace the Allure of This Charming Town

01.
BREAKFAST

Head to Nic's Cafeé for your favourite warm drink and pair
it with a decadent baked scone from Willow Street Cafe.

Start your day with a scenic visit to Kin Beach Park.
Enjoy expansive ocean access and beachcombing
to take in the stunning views of the water and the sky.

Bring a blanket to stargaze in the lush seaside grass
for a special experience.

03.
NATURE

Venture to Chemainus Lake and take a leisurely walk
along the shores. Follow the two-kilometer trail that
leads you right to the water's edge, enjoying the tranquil
surroundings and the beauty of nature.

04.
LUNCH
Enjoy a delightful lunch at one of our local restaurants.

Choose from Little Town Pizza, Archie's Diner, or Owl's

Nest Bakery and Bistro for a delightful meal.

Treat yourselves to gourmet artisan ice cream at
Scoops by the Sea while you start exploring the town.

06.
FIND

Explore the unique antique shops in town for the perfect
treasure. Visit Vintiquity, Willow Street Antiques, and
Repeat Boutique to find special treasures.

07.
BROWSE

Traverse the artisan boutiques such as Bound To Be
Different, Gifts N’ Things, The Chemainus Theatre Gallery
and Gifts, Rainforest Arts, and other charming shops.

08.
REST

Needing to refuel, stop in at the Secret Garden and take
in some quiet sunshine in this hidden oasis.

09.
KNOWLEDGE

Learn through intriguing exhibits and artifacts, about the
town's transformation into the artistic hub it is today.
Filled with fascinating historical stories, its a must do.

10.
DINE

End your day with a delicious dinner at one of
Chemainus' restaurants. Choose from Invitations
Indian Cuisine, Thai Pinto, Pho Triple Seven, Wing’s
Café, or Sushi Kuni, each offering delectable tastes
from around the globe.




WEEKEND GETAWAY

L ‘ﬁ

& SCULPTURE: SPOOL DONKEY

Photo credit Tourism Cowichan
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04.
BREAKFAST

Start your day with a hearty breakfast at
Owl's Nest Bakery and Bistro. Indulge in
their mouthwatering selection of hot
breakfast options and artisinal pastries.

7 / OVERNIGHT / £

05.
EXPLORE

Explore the unique boutique shops in town,
such as Beyond The Usual, Lost In Time
Antiques and Oddities, and Gifts N’ Things.

Find special souvenirs to bring home.

PN

06.
LUNCH

Grab a take-away dish from Willow Street
Cafe and head to Kin Beach Park , spread
out a blanket and sit at the waters edge to
enjoy a leisurely lunch taking in some sun.
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A4 A b

SUNDAY
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10.

Take breakfast to go and start your morning
with a visit to Echo Heights. Take the
self-guided forest trails, surrounded by lush
Douglas Fir trees and beautiful vistas.

Enjoy an epic lunch in the ambiance at Owl's
Nest or sit outside on the large deck at
Canteen on the Green and enjoy the lush

golf greens and spurting water fountain.
a

12.
LUNCH

Venture to Chemainus Lake and take a
leisurely walk along the shores. Follow the
two-kilometer trail that leads you right to
the water's edge and beauty of nature.
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Nestled along the scenic west coast of British Columbia, Chemainus beckons travelers to embark on an unforgettable

multi-day escape. Discover a town brimming with artistic wonders, historic allure, and coastal beauty as you immerse

yourself in its vibrant culture and warm hospitality.

02.
WALK

Begin your weekend with a leisurely

03.
CASUAL EATS

Enjoy a delicious dinner at the
Sawmill Taphouse followed by
a pint at Riot Brewing’s patio

Arrive in Chemainus and check
into your chosen accommodation, walk through the town's charming
whether it's a cozy bed and streets, admiring the coastal

breakfast, or a charming hotel. ambiance on your walk to dinner. before heading back to relax.

O O Y o :
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07.
ART

Traverse to Waterwheel Park, following the
murals on your way. Travel the relaxing
labyrinth and pursue the many sculptures
and art installations. Immerse yourself in art.

08.
BROWSE

Treat yourself at Hansel's and Gretel's Candy
Co., a haven of unique sweets. Make your way
to Willow Street Antiques then into Old Town
to Vintiquity to browse vintage treasures.

09.
DINNER & SHOW

Enhance your theatre experience with a
delectable dinner buffet at Playbill dining
Room before heading up to experience the
captivating magic of live theatre.

A4
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13.
LEARN

Head to the Chemainus Museum for a
captivating through  time.

Experience the towns history and cultural

Journey

heritage through exhibits and artifacts.

14.
INDULGE

Grab a gourmet artisan ice cream at Scoops
by the Sea and take in one last walk looking at
Horseshoe Bay/Logging Overlook.

19.
DEPART

Depart from Chemainus with cherished
memories of a wonderful weekend getaway,
filled with art, nature, delicious food, and the
warm charm of this lovely town.
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GETTING HERE

oghejoncy

DRIVE

CAR, BUS,
PUBLIC TRANSPORT

CYCLE

BICYCLE, E-BIKE, TRIKE

BOAT

COMMERCIAL FLIGHTS,
FLOAT PLANE, PERSONAL PLANE

FLY

COMMERCIAL FLIGHTS,
FLOAT PLANE, PERSONAL PLANE

Easily accessible by car or public transportation,
including the local Greyhound bus service, the town
is conveniently located on Vancouver Island's eastern
coast. Located just off the Trans-Canada Highway

(Highway 1), the route offers convenient road access

for drivers. FREE PARKING throughout the town.

Biking to Chemainus is a delightful choice, with easy
accessibility from many major routes, close proximity
to the Trans Canada Trail system, and convenient
access just off the highway, ensuring a scenic and

enjoyable journey for cyclists.

Picturesque access for marine travelers. Whether
arriving by private boat, taking a scenic ferry ride, or
exploring other water routes, visitors can enjoy the

stunning coastal vistas. Contact the Municipal

Wharf for information (250) 246-4655.

Traveling to Chemainus is a breeze with commercial
airlines landing in Victoria YYJ (1 hour) or Nanaimo
YCD (1 hour), as well as the convenience of float
planes landing in Saltair (10 min) or Maple Bay (20
min). For those with personal aircraft, the local

airfeild (CYCD) is in Cedar (20 minutes).
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SCAN ME FOR

WEBSITE

CONTACT

VISITOR CENTRE INFORMATION

9799 Waterwheel Cres. Suite 102, BC, VOR1K1
+1(250) 737-3368 | visitorcentre(@chemainus.bc.ca
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